
CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 
 

January 25, 2023 
 
 

 The City Council of the City of David City, Nebraska, met in open public session at 
7:00 p.m. in the meeting room of the City Office at 490 “E” Street, David City, Nebraska. The 
Public had been advised of the meeting by publication of notice in The Banner Press on 
January 19th, 2023, and an affidavit of the publisher is on file in the office of the City Clerk. 
The Mayor and members of the City Council acknowledged advance notice of the meeting by 
signing the Agenda which is a part of these minutes. The advance notice to the Public, 
Mayor, and Council members conveyed the availability of the agenda, which was kept 
continuously current in the office of the City Clerk and was available for public inspection on 
the City’s website. No new items were added to the agenda during the twenty-four hours 
immediately prior to the opening of the Council meeting.  
 
 Present for the meeting were:  Mayor Jessica Miller, Council President Bruce 
Meysenburg, Council members Kevin Woita, Pat Meysenburg, Tom Kobus, Jim Angell and 
Keith Marvin.  Also present were City Attorney Michael Sands, Interim City Administrator/City 
Clerk Tami Comte, and Deputy Clerk Lori Matchett.   
 
 Also present for the meeting were:  Special Projects Coordinator Dana Trowbridge, 
Code Enforcement Officer Marla Schnell, Ethan Joy with JEO, Louise Niemann, Garrett 
Small, Jalynn Elwood with SENDD, Allen Covault, Ruth Thoendel and Sheriff Tom Dion.  
There were also twenty to thirty people in attendance to show support for the Bone Creek 
Museum of Agrarian Art. 
 
 The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 Mayor Jessica Miller informed the public of the “Open Meetings Act” posted on the west 
wall of the meeting room and asked those present to please silence their cell phones.  She also 
reminded the public that if they speak tonight in front of the Council that they must state their 
name and address for the record.  

 
 Council member Pat Meysenburg made a motion to approve the minutes of the January 
11, 2023 City Council meeting as presented. Council Member Kevin Woita seconded the 
motion. The motion carried. 
Jim Angell: Yea, Tom Kobus: Yea, Keith Marvin: Yea, Bruce Meysenburg: Yea, Pat 
Meysenburg: Yea, Kevin Woita: Yea 
Yea: 6, Nay: 0 
 
 Mayor Jessica Miller presented Librarian Cheryl Hein a Certificate of Appreciation for 30 
years of dedicated service to the community.  Mayor Miller thanked Cheryl for her service.   
 
 Council member Keith Marvin made a motion to indefinitely table Resolution No. 2-2023 
adopting Nebraska Class. Council Member Bruce Meysenburg seconded the motion. The 
motion carried. 
Jim Angell: Yea, Tom Kobus: Yea, Keith Marvin: Yea, Bruce Meysenburg: Yea, Pat 
Meysenburg: Yea, Kevin Woita: Yea 
Yea: 6, Nay: 0 
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 Mayor Miller stated that the next item on the agenda was accept the low bid for the 
Water Treatment Plant update project. 
 
 Mayor Miller stated that she wanted to remind the public that they had been working on 
the Water Treatment Plant updates since 2020 and there have been several discussions on this 
even when the Council was meeting at the Auditorium. 
 
 Council member Kevin Woita made a motion to accept the low bid of Velocity 
Constructors, Inc. for the amount of $10,562,772 which includes all three alternate bids. Council 
Member Jim Angell seconded the motion. The motion carried. 
Jim Angell: Yea, Tom Kobus: Yea, Keith Marvin: Yea, Bruce Meysenburg: Yea, Pat 
Meysenburg: Yea, Kevin Woita: Yea 
Yea: 6, Nay: 0 
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 Mayor Jessica Miller declared the public hearing open at 7:04 p.m. concerning an 
application to the Nebraska Department of Economic Development for a Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG). 
 
 Louise Niemann introduced herself and stated that she had a letter to read from Helen 
Raikes.  The letter is attached below. 
 
 
I am Helen Raikes, retired Willa Cather professor of education from the University of Nebraska. 
I live in rural Ashland, neighboring Saunders County.  Long a fan of the Regionalist Art of Grant 
Wood, Thomas Hart Benton and John Stuart Curry, I became enamored by the cornerstone 
work of Dale Nichols and the Bone Creek Agrarian Art Museum when I was a candidate for D23 
Legislative Seat and had the opportunity to campaign in David City.   Thriving rural communities 
was a pillar of my campaign and is my on-going interest.   
 
While I did not win that election, my admiration for Bone Creek had been noted by Anna Nolan 
and Allen Covault and I was invited to join the Steering Committee which I have done. 
 
The more I learned the more I became impressed. Bone Creek and David City’s agrarian art 
collections are unique not only in Butler County, not only in our region or district, not only in our 
state, but the collection is unique in the United States and north America.  
  
My role on the steering committee was to reach out to both agriculture supporters and more 
widely in Nebraska and beyond.  I found support from as far away as New York City and among 
agriculture interests.  Patrons of both the arts and agriculture recognize the jewel that Bone 
Creek offers our region, state and nation.  It will attract further interest and flourishing in David 
City and Nebraska as well as for the arts.   We are fortunate to have the Community 
Development Block Grant mechanism and for S.E.N.D.D.’s support and expertise.  
 
I urge David City to recognize, support and celebrate this opportunity to move this effort forward.  
Thank you.      
  
Helen Raikes, Willa Cather Professor Emeritus, University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
684 North Forty Drive, Ashland, NE 68003  
Hraikes2@unl.edu 

 
 
 
 Louise Niemann spoke on behalf of the Bone Creek Museum of Agrarian Art. 
 
 Jalynn Elwood, CDBG Grant Administrator with SENDD, introduced herself and stated 
that Bone Creek Museum will be requesting $433,000 for Community Development Block Grant 
Funds from the Department of Economic Development.  This would include $400,000 for project 
costs regarding ADA accessibility.  This would also include $25,000 and $8,000 for SENDD to 
conduct general administration and construction management.  If anyone has any questions 
about Community Development Block Grants they can direct those to Jalynn Elwood. 
 

mailto:Hraikes2@unl.edu
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 Garrett Small, Allen Covault and Ruth Thoendel all spoke in favor of the Bone Creek 
Museum of Agrarian Art’s application for CDBG funds.   
 
 There were approximately twenty people present who were in support of the Bone Creek 
Museum of Agrarian Art’s application for CDBG funds. 
 
 Mayor Jessica Miller declared the public hearing closed at 7:14 p.m. 
 
 Mayor Miller stated that the next item on the agenda was reappointment of Dana 
Trowbridge as the Special Projects Coordinator. 
 
 Mayor Miller stated that Dana Trowbridge was appointed on a yearly basis. 
 
 Council member Pat Meysenburg made a motion to reappoint Dana Trowbridge as the 
Special Projects Coordinator for a one-year term. Council Member Tom Kobus seconded the 
motion. The motion carried. 
Jim Angell: Yea, Tom Kobus: Yea, Keith Marvin: Yea, Bruce Meysenburg: Yea, Pat 
Meysenburg: Yea, Kevin Woita: Yea 
Yea: 6, Nay: 0 
 
 Council member Pat Meysenburg made a motion to authorize Mayor Jessica Miller to 
sign and send a letter confirming letting the current contract for Law Enforcement with the 
County of Butler expire on January 31, 2023. Council Member Keith Marvin seconded the 
motion. The motion carried. 
Jim Angell: Yea, Tom Kobus: Yea, Keith Marvin: Yea, Bruce Meysenburg: Yea, Pat 
Meysenburg: Yea, Kevin Woita: Yea 
Yea: 6, Nay: 0 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   (This space left intentionally blank) 
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Council member Keith Marvin made a motion to approved directing City Staff and the 
City Attorney to investigate forming a David City Police Department. Council Member Jim Angell 
seconded the motion. The motion carried. 
Jim Angell: Yea, Tom Kobus: Yea, Keith Marvin: Yea, Bruce Meysenburg: Yea, Pat 
Meysenburg: Yea, Kevin Woita: Yea 
Yea: 6, Nay: 0 
  
 Ethan Joy with JEO introduced himself and stated that this was the contract to redo the 
City’s GIS programming.  JEO was the engineering firm that was chosen during the RFQ 
process. 
 

Council member Keith Marvin made a motion to approve a contract with JEO for ArcGIS 
mapping updates with $10,000 to be paid by grant funds. Council Member Bruce Meysenburg 
seconded the motion. The motion carried. 
Jim Angell: Yea, Tom Kobus: Yea, Keith Marvin: Yea, Bruce Meysenburg: Yea, Pat 
Meysenburg: Yea, Kevin Woita: Yea 
Yea: 6, Nay: 0 
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Council member Bruce Meysenburg made a motion to adopt the Procurement 

Procedures and Code of Conduct for the Downtown Revitalization Project (DTR). Council 
Member Pat Meysenburg seconded the motion. The motion carried. 
Jim Angell: Yea, Tom Kobus: Yea, Keith Marvin: Yea, Bruce Meysenburg: Yea, Pat 
Meysenburg: Yea, Kevin Woita: Yea 
Yea: 6, Nay: 0 
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Council member Bruce Meysenburg introduced Ordinance No. 1427.  Mayor Jessica 
Miller read Ordinance No. 1427 by title. 
 
Council member Bruce Meysenburg made a motion to suspend the statutory rule 

requiring that an Ordinance be read on three separate days. Council Member Pat Meysenburg 
seconded the motion. The motion carried. 
Jim Angell: Yea, Tom Kobus: Yea, Keith Marvin: Yea, Bruce Meysenburg: Yea, Pat 
Meysenburg: Yea, Kevin Woita: Yea 
Yea: 6, Nay: 0 
 

Council member Bruce Meysenburg made a motion to pass and adopt Ordinance No. 
1427 setting the pay for the Code Enforcement Officer on 3rd and Final reading.  Council 
Member Keith Marvin seconded the motion. The motion carried. 
Jim Angell: Yea, Tom Kobus: Yea, Keith Marvin: Yea, Bruce Meysenburg: Yea, Pat 
Meysenburg: Yea, Kevin Woita: Yea 
Yea: 6, Nay: 0 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 1427 

 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF DAVID CITY, NEBRASKA TO SET THE PAY FOR THE 
CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER; REPEAL ALL ORDINANCES OR PORTIONS OF ANY 
ORDINANCE IN CONFLICT THEREWITH; PROVIDE AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND PROVIDE 
FOR PUBLICATION OF THE ORDINANCE IN PAMPHLET FORM.  
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DAVID CITY, 
NEBRASKA:  
 
 SECTION 1.  The Mayor and City Council of David City, Nebraska, do hereby establish 
and fix the pay for Code Enforcement Officer at $25.00 per hour after the passage of this 
ordinance.  
 
 SECTION 2.  Any and all ordinances, or sections thereof, passed and approved prior to 
the passage, approval and publication or posting of this ordinance, and in conflict with its 
provisions, is hereby repealed. 
 
 SECTION 3.  This ordinance shall be published in pamphlet form and shall be in full 
force and effect beginning on January 11, 2023.  
 
 PASSED AND APPROVED this 25th day of January, 2023. 
 
 
 
              

Mayor Jessica Miller 
 
 
      
City Clerk Tami Comte 
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Council member Jim Angell made a motion to Appoint Nick Hein as a regular member of 
the Board of Zoning Adjustment instead of an alternate to fill the unexpired term of Jim Angell 
(May, 2023) and approving his term from (May, 2023 - May, 2026). Council Member Pat 
Meysenburg seconded the motion. The motion carried. 
Jim Angell: Yea, Tom Kobus: Yea, Keith Marvin: Yea, Bruce Meysenburg: Yea, Pat 
Meysenburg: Yea, Kevin Woita: Yea 
Yea: 6, Nay: 0 
 

Council member Pat Meysenburg made a motion to appoint Andrew Holloway as an 
alternate member of the Board of Zoning Adjustment to fill the unexpired term of Nick Hein 
(March of 2023) and approving his term from (March, 2023 to March, 2026). Council Member 
Jim Angell seconded the motion. The motion carried. 
Jim Angell: Yea, Tom Kobus: Yea, Keith Marvin: Yea, Bruce Meysenburg: Yea, Pat 
Meysenburg: Yea, Kevin Woita: Yea 
Yea: 6, Nay: 0 
 

Council member Bruce Meysenburg made a motion to recess the City Council meeting 
at 7:25 p.m.  Council Member Pat Meysenburg seconded the motion. The motion carried. 
Jim Angell: Yea, Tom Kobus: Yea, Keith Marvin: Yea, Bruce Meysenburg: Yea, Pat 
Meysenburg: Yea, Kevin Woita: Yea 
Yea: 6, Nay: 0 
 

Council member Keith Marvin made a motion to reconvene the City Council meeting at 
7:29 p.m.  Council Member Pat Meysenburg seconded the motion. The motion carried. 
Jim Angell: Yea, Tom Kobus: Yea, Keith Marvin: Yea, Bruce Meysenburg: Yea, Pat 
Meysenburg: Yea, Kevin Woita: Yea 
Yea: 6, Nay: 0 
 

Council member Bruce Meysenburg made a motion to enter into closed session at 7:30 
p.m. to discuss pending litigation and personnel. Council Member Pat Meysenburg seconded 
the motion. The motion carried. 
Jim Angell: Yea, Tom Kobus: Yea, Keith Marvin: Yea, Bruce Meysenburg: Yea, Pat 
Meysenburg: Yea, Kevin Woita: Yea 
Yea: 6, Nay: 0 
 

Council member Kevin Woita made a motion to reconvene in open session at 8:50 p.m. 
Council Member Bruce Meysenburg seconded the motion. The motion carried. 
Jim Angell: Yea, Tom Kobus: Yea, Keith Marvin: Yea, Bruce Meysenburg: Yea, Pat 
Meysenburg: Yea, Kevin Woita: Yea 
Yea: 6, Nay: 0 
 

Council member Kevin Woita made a motion to adjourn. Council Member Pat 
Meysenburg seconded the motion. The motion carried and Mayor Jessica Miller declared the 
meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 
Jim Angell: Yea, Tom Kobus: Yea, Keith Marvin: Yea, Bruce Meysenburg: Yea, Pat 
Meysenburg: Yea, Kevin Woita: Yea 
Yea: 6, Nay: 0 
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 CERTIFICATION OF MINUTES 
 January 25, 2023 
 
 I, Tami Comte, duly qualified and acting City Clerk for the City of David City, Nebraska, 
do hereby certify with regard to all proceedings of January 25, 2023; that all of the subjects 
included in the foregoing proceedings were contained in the agenda for the meeting, kept 
continually current and available for public inspection at the office of the City Clerk; that such 
subjects were contained in said agenda for at least twenty-four hours prior to said meeting; that 
the minutes of the meeting of the City Council of the City of David City, Nebraska, were in 
written form and available for public inspection within ten working days and prior to the next 
convened meeting of said body; that all news media requesting notification concerning meetings 
of said body were provided with advance notification of the time and place of said meeting and 
the subjects to be discussed at said meeting. 
 
 
 
            
        Tami Comte, City Clerk 

 

 

 
 
 


